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On 11 May 2020, the Progressive
International will launch with a
mission to unite, organize, and
mobilize progressive forces
around the world.
In December 2018, the Democracy in Europe Movement (DiEM25) and
the Sanders Institute issued an open call to form a common front in
the fight against a rising authoritarianism.
The year that followed has been described as a ‘Wave of Global
Protest.’ From Delhi to Paris, Santiago to Beirut, citizens rose up to
defend democracy, demand a decent standard of living, and protect the
planet for future generations.
2020 is the year that we unite these disparate protests in a Progressive
International, bringing together activists and organizers, trade unions
and tenant associations, political parties and social movements to build
a shared vision of democracy, solidarity, and sustainability.
The stakes could not be higher. The Covid-19 pandemic has revealed
the urgent need for universal healthcare, worker protections, and
international cooperation. Only a Progressive International can match
the scale of these challenges and stand up for collective rights against
those that would profit from fear, bigotry, and alienation.
3

The Progressive International is supported by a Council of over 40
advisors, including Katrín Jakobsdóttir (Prime Minister, Iceland),
Fernando Haddad (Former Mayor, São Paulo), Aruna Roy (Founder,
MKSS), Noam Chomsky (Professor, MIT), Vijay Prashad (Executive
Director, Tricontinental), Yanis Varoufakis (Member of Parliament,
Greece), Elizabeth Gómez Alcorta (Minister of Women, Gender, and
Diversity, Argentina), Pierre Sané (President, Imagine Africa Institute),
Naomi Klein (Author), Varshini Prakash (Executive Director, Sunrise
Movement), and many others. A full list can be found on page 16 of this
pack.
In September – pandemic permitting – the Council will convene for
the inaugural Summit of the Progressive International in Reykjavik,
Iceland, hosted by the Prime Minister of Iceland and the Left-Green
Movement, to analyze the challenges of the 21st century and set the
strategic direction of the initiative.
This pack introduces the origins, aims, and activities of the Progressive
International ahead of its 11 May launch.
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The only way to address the most urgent problems facing
humanity — such as climate change, social inequalities,
human rights abuses, and authoritarian politics — is through
transnational cooperation. I am, therefore, very pleased to take
part in the establishment of the Progressive International. My
involvement is motivated by two factors: first, it is my firm belief
that we need to respond collectively to the growing influence
of right-wing authoritarianism in the world, a trend that not only
poses fundamental threats to human rights and democratic and
pluralist practices but also to judicial independence and media
freedoms. Second, I am particularly inspired by the positive vision
of the Progressive International to fight for shared prosperity,
security and dignity for all people. To mitigate social and economic
disparities, re-balance international trade and finance, halt the
global arms race, and combat climate change, we need to work
together to re-energize progressive politics.

Katrín Jakobsdóttir
Council Member

An Open Call to All
Progressive Forces
—DATE:

—SIGNED:

12.2018

The Democracy in Europe Movement 2025 (DiEM25)
The Sanders Institute

There is a global struggle taking place of enormous
consequence. Nothing less than the future of the planet is
at stake.
The end of history promised peace and global prosperity.
Instead, it has destroyed communities, impoverished
workers, and brought our environment to the brink of
collapse.
Feeding on the discontent, a network of right-wing
factions is spreading across borders, working to erode
human rights, silence dissent, and promote intolerance.
The time has come for progressives around the world to
organize.
Let’s mobilize behind a shared vision of democracy,
solidarity and abundance.
Let’s stand together to fight inequality, exploitation,
discrimination and environmental degradation.
Let’s reclaim our communities, our cities, our countries,
and our planet.
It is time for progressives of the world to unite.
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A Vision of Progress
We aspire to a world that is:
•

Democratic, where the people
have the power to shape their
institutions and societies.

•

Decolonized, where all
nations determine their
collective destiny free from
oppression.

• Sustainable, that respects
planetary boundaries
and protects frontline
communities.

• Ecological, that brings

humans into harmony with
their habitat.

• Just, that redresses inequality

• Peaceful, where the violence

•

Egalitarian, that serves the
interests of the many, and
never the few.

• Post-capitalist, that rewards

•

Liberated, where all identities
enjoy equal rights, recognition,
and power.

• Prosperous, that invests in

•

Solidaristic, where the
struggle of each is the struggle
of all.

• Plural, where difference is

in our societies and the
legacies of our history.

of war is replaced by the
diplomacy of peoples.

all forms of labor while
abolishing the cult of work.
a brilliant future of shared
abundance.
celebrated as strength.
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The world is now in the grips of a major pandemic crisis, rooted in
another colossal failure of neoliberal capitalism. Much as during
the 2008 financial crisis, those responsible for the calamity are
hard at work to ensure that they will retain or enhance their power,
and will be able to reconstruct a world much like the one they have
dominated, planting the seeds for even worse crises to come. It
is imperative that their efforts be countered and overcome in the
only way possible: by powerful popular movements dedicated to
the survival of humanity coming together within the Progressive
International. It is impossible to exaggerate what is at stake. We
are living at an unprecedented moment in human history. What is
decided right now will determine whether the human experiment
continues, or collapses in an inglorious end, taking much of life on
earth down with it.

Noam Chomsky
Council Member

About the Progressive
International
What we do

• Connect progressives around
the world to build solidarity
and collective power.

• Support members with

resources, amplification,
toolkits, and training.

• Envision a new world with

proposals to transform global
governance.

• Mobilize progressive forces
toward direct actions that
transcend borders.

Who we are
Council: The Council of
advisors guides the strategic
direction of the movement. They
meet each year to deliberate the
priorities of the initiative and
proposals from the membership.
Cabinet: The Cabinet is the
executive body of the Progressive
International. It is responsible
for development, planning, and
staffing decisions.

The body is comprised of
three members of the Council,
a representative from the
Secretariat, and a representative
from the Summit coordination
team.
Secretariat: The Secretariat
manages the daily operations of
the Progressive International.
It connects the nodes of the
network, assists members,
and facilitates joint actions.
It includes translators, web
developers, graphic designers, and
community organizers.
Members: Both individuals
and organizations are invited
to become members of the
Progressive International.
Members organize campaigns,
share resources, contribute to the
development of the Progressive
International.
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How we work
The activities of the Progressive International are divided across
three pillars.
Movement

We are building a global network of organisers
that is greater than the sum of its parts.

• Resources: We develop toolkits and

training for activists who work on issues like
tenant rights and climate justice.

• Campaigns: We coordinate international

campaigns that unite members in common
cause.

• Actions: We plan actions that match the
scale of the challenge to the scale of the
activism.

Blueprint

We are convening activists, thinkers, and
practitioners to develop a policy blueprint
for a progressive international order that is
inspirational and accessible to all.
The work of the Blueprint pillar is set out
across six different dimensions:

• Advancing internationalism shifts the

framework of international cooperation
away from the interests of capital and toward
our collective well-being.

• Dismantling oligarchy develops strategies
for tackling finance, tax evasion, and
corporate capture around the world.
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For decades, our future has been held hostage by a handful
of oil and gas executives — and the politicians beholden to
their interests. Their denialism has brought us to the brink of
climate, environmental and social collapse. Groups like the
Sunrise Movement have made great strides in advancing the
idea of a Green New Deal on a national level. But the climate and
environmental crises are planetary in scale — and our struggle
must be, too. The Progressive International answers that call,
building a network of movements, organizations and individuals
fighting for justice all around the globe. Together, we will take on
the vested interests, the fossil fuel industry, and the capture of our
political system — and we will win a global Green New Deal.

Varshini Prakash
Council Member

• Building shared prosperity includes

policies that shift our economic system away
from exploitation and toward safety and
abundance for all.

• Deepening democracy develops forms

of activism and participation that empower
people to take control of their workplaces
and political institutions.

• Strengthening solidarity seeks to

achieve equality and liberation for all people,
regardless of identity or circumstance.

• Driving sustainability sets out the

strategies and institutions to realise a just
green future around the globe.

The Blueprint pillar will launch with Reclaiming
the World After Covid-19: Ingredients of an
International Green New Deal, a collection of
policy perspectives on how progressives can
respond to the pandemic, with contributions
from Mike Davis, Jayati Ghosh, Ann Pettifor,
Quinn Slobodian, Carola Rackete, and many
other activists and scholars from around the
world.
Wire

We are collaborating with progressive
media around the world to bring grassroots
perspectives to a global audience through the
translation and dissemination of local stories.

• Amplify progressive media by syndicating
their stories in multiple languages.
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• Challenge the dominance of global news
monopolies by creating new networks of
independent media.

• Define a new political and economic
narrative.

Wire International members include: Africa Is
a Country, New Bloom, Nueva Sociedad, China
Labor Bulletin, ROAR Magazine, openDemocracy,
Jadaliyya, The Elephant, Dissent, Brasil Wire,
The Nation, Jacobin, Lausan Collective, Krytyka
Polityczna, Internazionale, Mediapart, Revista
Común, Novara Media, and The Wire India.
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At a moment when progressive political forces in Latin America are
in particular retreat, it is necessary to learn the lessons of national
governments that broke with neoliberalism — but failed to address
the crisis of gender-based inequalities. It is time to bring feminism
and the function of the entire reproductive system at the heart of
our mission to expand rights. The opportunity of the Progressive
International is to bring together political forces around the world
to consider the contributions of feminism as a strategy of power —
and a political project in itself.

Elizabeth Gómez Alcorta
Council Member

Timeline
DATE

MILESTONE

May
Soft Launch

Launch the website, announce the Council,
inaugurate programming.

May – September
Build

Convene Blueprint working groups, publish
stories from the Wire, and support the
activities of members in the Movement.

September
Summit

Summit in Reykjavik, Iceland, hosted by the
Left-Green Movement (VG). Plan the year
ahead for the Progressive International.

15

Council of Advisors
Julian Aguon
Guam

Slim Amamou
Tunisia

Julian Aguon is a human rights lawyer and
founder of Blue Ocean Law, a progressive
firm working across Oceania at the
intersection of indigenous rights and
environmental justice.

Slim Amamou is a blogger, activist, and a
former Secretary of State for Sport and Youth
in the transitional Tunisian government. He
resigned from the role in 2011 — protesting
the transitional government’s censorship of a
number of websites.

Kali Akuno
USA

Kali Akuno is a co-founder and co-director
of Cooperation Jackson. He served as the
Director of Special Projects and External
Funding in the Mayoral Administration of
the late Chokwe Lumumba of Jackson, MS.
Elizabeth Gómez Alcorta
Argentina

Elizabeth Gómez Alcorta is the Minister of
Women, Genders and Diversity of Argentina.
Previously, she practiced law from more than
twenty years, representing victims of state
terrorism and political prisoners. She is also
Professor at the University of Buenos Aires,
where she teaches criminal law. She has
published numerous articles on criminal law,
human rights law and gender. She holds a law
degree from the University of Buenos Aires
and has completed postgraduate studies in
law, sociology and political sciences.
Khaled Ali
Egypt

Khaled Ali is a prominent lawyer and
advocate of social justice and workers’ rights
against corruption in Egypt. He is the former
head of the Egyptian Center for Economic
and Social Rights (ECESR) and co-founder
of the Front for Defending Egypt’s Protesters
and the Hisham Mubarak Law Center
(HMLC).

Celso Amorim
Brazil

Celso Amorim is the longest serving foreign
minister of Brazil to date (1993-1994 and
2003-2010). He also served as Minister of
Defense (2011-2014). Amorim remains active
in academic life and as a public figure, having
written a number of books and articles
on matters ranging from foreign policy to
culture.
Andrés Arauz
Ecuador

Andrés Arauz is a former Minister of
Knowledge of Ecuador and a former Central
Bank General Director. He is a founding
member of the Dollarization Observatory
and a former board member of the nascent
Bank of the South. He is currently based
in Mexico City as a Doctoral Fellow at the
National Autonomous University of Mexico,
UNAM.
Niki Ashton
Canada

Niki Ashton is a Member of Parliament for
Churchill–Keewatinook Aski. She serves as
the NDP’s Critic for Democratic Reform and
Transport, and Deputy Critic for Women and
Gender Equality.
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Frantz Fanon said that ‘each generation must, out of relative
obscurity, discover its mission, fulfil it, or betray it’. All the major
indicators in the world right now suggest that this is a major
historical moment — an inflection point in which this generation
must decide what we want our present and our futures to look
like. The social crisis of violent rejection of human mobility, the
environmental calamities of climate change, the destructive forces
of a global pandemic and other unfolding disasters are united by
a global politics that privileges profit over people, and political
survival over human survival. This historical moment is begging for
a generation to change course away from the politics that brought
us here, towards a new politics of inclusion, justice, mutual respect
and equality, and I am keen to participate in this convening in order
to do my part within that mission.

Nanjala Nyabola
Council Member

Renata Ávila
Guatemala

Renata Ávila is an international human
rights lawyer. She is a 2020 Stanford Race
and Technology Fellow at the Center for
Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity.
She is a Board member for Creative
Commons, the Common Action Forum,
Cities for Digital Rights, Article 19 Mexico
& Central America, and a Global Trustee of
Digital Future Society. She also serves as a
member of the Coordinating Collective of
DiEM25.
Nnimmo Bassey
Nigeria

Nnimmo Bassey is the director of the Health
of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF), an
ecological think tank based in Benin City,
Nigeria. He is a member of the steering
committee of Oilwatch International,
and was the chair of Friends of the Earth
International (2008-2012) and Executive
Director of Nigeria’s Environmental Rights
Action (1993-2013). He is also a Member of
the Action Research Network for a Wellbeing
Economy in Africa (WE-Africa).
Gael García Bernal
Mexico

Gael García Bernal is an actor. He began
performing in stage productions with his
parents in Mexico, and later studied at the
Central School for Speech and Drama in
London. He is a founder and the president
of Ambulante, an itinerant not-for-profit
documentary film festival promoting
documentaries within Mexico and abroad.
He has recently opened his new production
company, La Corriente del Golfo, together
with Diego Luna.
Francesca Bria
Italy

Francesca Bria is an Italian information

technologist and advisor on digital strategy,
technology and information policy. She is the
President of the Italian National Innovation
Fund.
Áurea Carolina
Brazil

Áurea Carolina is a federal deputy for
Minas Gerais state (BR), affiliated with
the Socialism and Liberty Party (PSOL).
She holds a MA in Gender and Equality
from Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
(ES) and an MA in Political Science from
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais (BR).
Áurea is part of the Muitas municipalist
movement, of #partidA (an informal party
composed dedicated to electing women into
office), and of the Ocupa Política network
(devoted to boosting the occupation of
the institutional politics by progressive
activists). Together with Andréia de Jesus
(Deputy for the state of Minas Gerais), Bella
Gonçalves, and Cida Falabella (both Belo
Horizonte´s councilwomen), she takes part
in the “Gabinetona”, a forum where four
parliamentary mandates work collectively.
Alicia Castro
Argentina

Alicia Castro is an Argentine diplomat. She
served as the Argentine ambassador to the
United Kingdom from 2012 to 2016. Before
that, she served in ambassadorial posts in
Venezuela and as the National Deputy for
the Province of Buenos Aires. Castro was
the General Secretary of the Argentina
Association of Aeronavegantes and the
founder of the Argentine Workers Movement
(MTA).
Noam Chomsky
USA

Noam Chomsky is an American linguist,
cognitive scientist, philosopher, historian,
social critic, and political commentator.
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Sometimes called “the father of modern
linguistics”, Chomsky is also a major figure in
analytic philosophy and one of the founders
of the field of cognitive science.
Rafael Correa
Ecuador

Rafael Correa is former Constitutional
President of the Republic of Ecuador, 20072017, and Chairman of the Eloy Alfaro
Political and Economic Thought Institute
(IPPE). Rafael holds a Ph.D. and MSc. in
Economics from University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and a MA in Economics
from the Catholic University of Louvainla-Neuve, Belgium. He obtained his first
economics degree from the Catholic
University of Santiago de Guayaquil,
Guayaquil, Ecuador.
Jean Drèze
India

Jean Drèze is a development economist and
Visiting Professor at Ranchi University in
India. His recent books include An Uncertain
Glory: India and Its Contradictions (with
Amartya Sen) and Sense and Solidarity:
Jholawala Economics for Everyone. Jean is also
active in various campaigns for social and
economic rights as well as in the worldwide
movement for peace and disarmament.
Tasneem Essop
South Africa

Tasneem Essop is Executive Director of
Climate Action Network International
(CAN-I). She served in the first democratic
provincial parliament in South Africa, and
later in the Provincial Cabinet. She was an
anti-apartheid activist from an early age
in different capacities, student and youth
activist, teacher and trade unionist.

Nick Estes
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

Nick Estes is a citizen of the Lower Brule
Sioux Tribe. He is an Assistant Professor
in the American Studies Department at the
University of New Mexico. In 2014, he cofounded The Red Nation, an Indigenous
resistance organization. For 2017-2018,
Estes was the American Democracy Fellow
at the Charles Warren Center for Studies
in American History at Harvard University.
His research engages colonialism and
global Indigenous histories, with a focus on
decolonization, oral history, U.S. imperialism,
environmental justice, anti-capitalism, and
the Oceti Sakowin. Estes is a member of
the Oak Lake Writers Society, a network of
Indigenous writers committed to defend and
advance Oceti Sakowin (Dakota, Nakota, and
Lakota) sovereignty, cultures, and histories.
Miatta Fahnbulleh
UK

Miatta Fahnbulleh has a wealth of experience
in developing and delivering policy to
empower communities and change people’s
lives. She has been at the forefront of
generating new ideas on reshaping our
economy inside government and out. Prior
to joining the New Economics Foundation as
Chief Executive she was Director of Policy
& Research at the Institute of Public Policy
Research. Before this, she has worked at
senior levels for the Leader of the Opposition,
the Cabinet Office, and the Prime Minister’s
Strategy Unit in the United Kingdom.
Álvaro García-Linera
Bolivia

Alvaro Garcia-Linera is a Bolivian politician
from Cochabamba. He led the indigenist
Tupac Katari Guerrilla Army rebel group
during the early 1990s, and he was
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We live in a frightening world, where unusual circumstances of
global proportion threaten to derail countries and communities
as we know them. Covid-19 and climate change impacts on those
with limited resources are two such examples. The mission of
the Progressive International to unite, organize and mobilize
progressive forces around the globe towards a better world is one
that I share. There is too much intolerance for diversity worldwide
and the rights of the marginalized communities are often ignored.
The voices of all, regardless of size, origins, ethnicity and creed
must have equal consideration. We must organize to develop a
blueprint to transform global governance to combat exploitation
of the precious resources that benefits only the rich few, and
to harness communities and individual solidarity towards the
sustainability of our planet earth.

Hilda Heine
Council Member

imprisoned from 1992 to 1997. In 2005, he
was elected Vice President of Bolivia, serving
until his resignation in November 2019.
Sami Ben Gharbia
Tunisia

Sami Ben Gharbia is a Tunisian human
rights campaigner, blogger, writer, and
freedom of expression advocate. He is the
Founding Director of the Advocacy arm of
Global Voices Online, the anti-censorship
network dedicated to protecting freedom of
expression and free access to information
online. He is a co-founder of the awardwinning collective blog Nawaat, a Tunisian
citizen journalism website.
Fernando Haddad
Brazil

Fernando Haddad is a Brazilian politician
and academic who served as Minister of
Education (2005-2012) in the cabinets of
both Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and Dilma
Rousseff, served as Mayor of São Paulo (20132017), and was the Worker’s Party (PT)
candidate in the 2018 presidential elections
in Brazil. Haddad holds a Bachelor’s Degree
in Law, a Master’s Degree in Economics and a
Doctorate in Philosophy from the University
of São Paulo (USP). He is a professor of
Contemporary Political Theory at USP and of
Public Administration at Insper.
Harry Halpin
USA

Harry Halpin is the CEO of Nym
Technologies SA, a Swiss privacy company
that produces mixnet technology that
can even resist NSA-level surveillance.
Previously, he led research projects at Inria,
W3C/MIT, and received his Ph.D. from
University of Edinburgh in Informatics. He
is currently active in the global movement
for democratic confederalism as inspired by
Rojava.

Hilda Heine
Marshall Islands

Hilda Heine is Senator for Aur Atoll, Republic
of the Marshall Islands. She served as
President of the RMI from 2016 to 2020,
and the Minister of Education before that.
As RMI President, Heine took the issue of
climate change, an existential threat for the
peoples of the Marshall Islands and others in
similar situations, to the international stage
to share the story and to increase others’
awareness of RMI and the difficulties it faces
due to climate change.
Srećko Horvat
Croatia

Srećko Horvat is a philosopher. He has been
active in various movements for the past
two decades. He co-founded the Subversive
Festival in Zagreb and, together with Yanis
Varoufakis, founded DiEM25. He published
more than a dozen books translated into
15 languages, most recently Poetry from the
Future, Subversion!, The Radicality of Love and
What Does Europe Want?.
Wang Hui
China

Wang Hui, the founding Director of the
Tsinghua Institute for Advanced Study in
Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing.
He teaches at Tsinghua University, Beijing
as Distinguished Professor of Literature and
History. One of the esteemed scholars in
fields of intellectual history, social theory
and modern literature, and a leading figure
of the “Chinese New Left”, Wang Hui’s work
has attempted to chart the intellectual and
political conditions of contemporary China
and has remained committed to the project
of deep engagement with both the history
and the consequences of Chinese modernity.
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Giorgio Jackson
Chile

Giorgio Jackson is a politician and activist.
He started as an activist by being a national
leader in the student mobilizations of 2011.
He is founder and first congressman of the
political party Democratic Revolution and
the coalition “Frente Amplio” (Broad Front),
achieving the highest number of votes in the
last national elections. His main concerns in
politics are the disputes on knowledge and
technologies, and how international trade
agreements contribute to global inequality,
injustice and unsustainability. He is the coauthor of Copia o Muerte (Copy or Death).
Katrín Jakobsdóttir
Iceland

Katrín Jakobsdóttir is the Prime Minister
of Iceland and the Leader of the Left-Green
Movement. Katrín was first elected to
the Icelandic Parliament in 2007 and she
served as Minister for Education, Culture
and Science in the post-crash left wing
government from 2009 to 2013. She is the
second female prime minister of Iceland,
representing Nordic left-wing politics linking
democratic socialism, environmentalism,
feminism, and anti-militarism.
Vicenta Jerónimo Jiménez
Guatemala

Vicenta Jerónimo Jiménez is deputy to the
Congress of the Republic of Guatemala for
the Movement for the Liberation of Peoples
(MLP). She is the founder of Mujeres Madre
Tierra México in Guatemala, with years in
the struggle for indigenous rights and social
justice in Guatemala.
Burcu Kilic
Turkey

Dr. Burcu Kilic directs the Digital Rights
Program at Public Citizen and serves as the

US Chair of the Digital Policy Committee at
the Trans-Atlantic Consumer Dialogue. She
was listed among the “300 Women Leaders
in Global Health” by the Graduate Institute
in Geneva in 2015 and currently leads a
project on the intersection of health policy
and digital rights. She completed her Ph.D.
at Queen Mary, University of London, holds
L.L.M. degrees in Intellectual Property Law
from Queen Mary, University of London
and Information Technology Law from
Stockholm University. She obtained her
law degree with distinction from Ankara
University.
Naomi Klein
Canada

Naomi Klein is an award-winning journalist
and New York Times bestselling author of
No Logo, The Shock Doctrine, This Changes
Everything, No is Not Enough and On Fire:
The Burning Case for a Green New Deal. She
is Senior Correspondent for The Intercept, a
Puffin Writing Fellow at Type Media Center
and is the inaugural Gloria Steinem Chair
in Media, Culture and Feminist Studies at
Rutgers University.
Ertuğrul Kürkçü
Turkey

Ertuğrul Kürkçü is the current Honorary
President of the Peoples’ Democratic Party
(HDP) and Honorary Associate of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe (PACE). He was the co-chair
of the HDP in 2013-14 and the member
of parliament for three successive terms
between 2011-2018. He spent 14 years as a
prisoner between 1972-1986 for his political
activism in Turkey, after which he helped
found the Freedom and Solidarity Party
(ÖDP). After its disintegration, he joined
the united block of ‘Labor, Democracy
22

Covid-19 has revealed a fundamental truth: we are only as
healthy as our sickest neighbor, only as prosperous as the most
bankrupted. But the international system remains paralysed
by its beggar-thy-neighbour — and now sicken-thy-neighbour
— mindset. The price of this failure will not merely be lives
lost and livelihoods destroyed. It will be the disintegration of
humanity itself. Our choice is now stark. Either we surrender
to the Nationalist International — that coalition of xenophobic
tyrants who, in partnership with the transnational oligarchy, are
preparing to put this crisis to ‘good’ use — or we come together in a
Progressive International, a common global front that transcends
petty differences and national borders to reclaim the world from
the twin forces of fascism and free market fundamentalism. Now
is our moment. Join the Progressive International and help us build
this common front together.

Yanis Varoufakis
Council Member

and Freedom’ in 2011 what successfully
transformed into the HDP.

the Exchequer under party leader Jeremy
Corbyn.

Avi Lewis
Canada

Joacine Katar Moreira
Portugal

Avi Lewis is an award-winning documentary
filmmaker, journalist, and lecturer in
Journalism and Media Studies at Rutgers
University. His 25-year journalism career
has spanned local news reporting to
hosting and producing a variety of current
affairs shows for television networks
worldwide, to directing theatrically released
documentaries that premiered in festivals
like TIFF and the Venice Biennale. In 2017,
he co-founded and is now Strategic Director
of The Leap — an organization launched to
upend our collective response to the crises
of climate, inequality and racism.

Joacine Katar Moreira is a historian,
feminist and anti-racist activist, and an
elected Member of Parliament. She is
part of the Constitutional Affairs, Rights,
Freedoms and Guarantees Committee and
of the Environment, Energy and Territorial
Planning Committee. She holds a Ph.D.
in African Studies, a master’s degree in
Development Studies and a BA in Modern
and Contemporary History at ISCTEUniversity Institute of Lisbon. Katar Moreira
is also the founder of INMUNE — Black
Woman Institute and has been an active
participant in public and academic debates
on gender, colonialism, slavery, and racism.

Scott Ludlam
Australia

Scott Ludlam is a writer, activist and former
Australian Greens Senator. He served in
Parliament from 2008 - 2017, and as CoDeputy Leader of his party from 2015 - 2017.
Currently working as a freelance researcher
and troublemaker, while writing occasional
pieces for Meanjin, the Monthly, Junkee and
the Guardian.

Kavita Naidu
Fiji

Kavita Naidu is Climate Justice Programme
Officer at Asia Pacific Forum on Women,
Law and Development (APWLD) based
in Thailand. She specializes in the area of
international climate law and human rights,
working with grassroots women in the Asia
Pacific region.

Harsh Mander
India

Vanessa Nakate
Uganda

Harsh Mander is human rights and peace
worker, writer, columnist, researcher, and
teacher. He works with survivors of mass
violence, hunger, homeless persons and
street children.

Vanessa Nakate is a climate activist. She
was the first Fridays For Future activist in
Uganda and founded the Rise up Climate
Movement, which seeks to amplify the voices
of activists from across Africa. She also
spearheaded a campaign to save Congo’s rain
forest, which is facing rapid deforestation.
She is currently working on a project to
install solar panels and stoves in schools.

John McDonnell
United Kingdom

John McDonnell is a Member of Parliament
for Hayes and Harlington. From 2015 to
2020, he served as Shadow Chancellor of
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The unraveling of democracy — both in its daily practices and the
broader political system — lays bare the extent of our inequalities,
environmental degradation, and social violence worldwide.
Recovering democracy and defeating the far right will demand the
emergence of a new political culture. It should be noticeable for
people both in their day-to-day lives and through the articulation of
global networks.
The key point lies in the alliance among the progressive
movements: in diversity, in solidarity, in power-sharing, in the
politicisation of life. These values are at the heart of the democratic
ideal that the progressive forces must stand for all around the
world. I hope we can commit to this demanding collective work
with love and dedication.

Aurea Carolina
Council Member

Leah Namugerwa
Uganda

Leah Namugerwa is a 15-year-old climate
activist from Uganda. She’s the Team Leader
of Fridays for Future Uganda. She’s the
Founder of Birthday Trees Project.
Nanjala Nyabola
Kenya

Nanjala Nyabola is a writer, independent
researcher, and political analyst. Her
work focuses on conflict and post-conflict
transitions, with a focus on refugees and
migration, as well as East African politics
generally. Her work has appeared in
numerous publications including Foreign
Policy, Foreign Affairs, Al Jazeera, and World
Politics Review, as well as chapters in edited
collections. She is the author of Digital
Democracy, Analogue Politics: How the Internet
Era is Transforming Kenya and the co-editor
of Where Women Are: Gender and the 2017
Kenyan Elections. Nanjala holds a BA in
African Studies and Political Science from
the University of Birmingham, an MSc in
Forced Migration, and an MSc in African
Studies, both from the University of Oxford,
which she attended as a Rhodes Scholar, and
a J.D. from Harvard Law School.
Lyn Ossome
South Africa

Lyn Ossome is Senior Research Fellow at the
Makerere Institute of Social Research, where
she teaches politics and political economy.
She is the author most recently of Gender,
Ethnicity and Violence in Kenya’s Transitions to
Democracy: States of Violence and co-editor of
the forthcoming volume Labour Questions in
the Global South. She serves on several boards,
including the International Association
for Feminist Economics (IAFFE) and the
Council for the Development of Social

Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA), and
organizes on several fronts with feminist and
agrarian movements.
Varshini Prakash
USA

Varshini Prakash is the Executive Director
and co-founder of Sunrise, a movement of
young people working to stop climate change,
build economic prosperity for all through a
Green New Deal, and elect a new generation
of politicians to office. Varshini has been a
leading voice for young Americans, inspiring
thousands of young people to fight for
the Green New Deal alongside the likes
of Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Bernie
Sanders and helped put the climate crisis at
the top of the political agenda in the states.
Vijay Prashad
India

Vijay Prashad is the Director of
Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research,
Chief Editor of LeftWord Books, and
Chief Correspondent of Globetrotter. He is
the author of thirty books, most recently
Washington Bullets with a preface by Evo
Morales Ayma.
Carola Rackete
Germany

Carola Rackete studied nautical science in
Elsfleth and conservation management in
Ormskirk, England. She has mainly been
working on polar research vessels and spent
eight seasons in the Antarctic. Since 2016,
she has been volunteering on NGO ships and
aircraft in the central Mediterranean and, as
captain of the SEA-WATCH 3, was arrested in
2019 for entering an Italian port to safeguard
a group of rescued refugees.
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Trusha Reddy
South Africa

Trusha Reddy is the International Coal
Network Coordinator of the WoMin
African Alliance. She is working to stop the
construction of new coal plants and mines,
accelerate the retirement of the world’s
existing coal infrastructure, and enable a just
transition to sustainable, renewable energy
systems.
Asad Rehman
UK

Asad Rehman is the Executive Director of the
radical anti-poverty and social justice charity
War on Want. He was a founder of the Stop
the War Coalition and the Global Campaign
to Demand Climate Justice, amongst other
initiatives. He has also served on boards of
Amnesty International UK, Friends of the
Earth International, Global Justice Now, and
Newham Monitoring Project.
Aruna Roy
India

film Limits of Work was named Best Czech
Documentary in the Czech Joy section at
the 21st Ji.hlava International Documentary
Film Festival and won also Audience Prize.
She has also won a prize for Best Opinion
Journalism in 2017. She is founder of project
Memory of city — interdisciplinary collective
of people researching on housing issues,
overtourism and gentrification. Apolena has
two daughters and believes that a better
world is possible.
Pierre Sané
Senegal

Pierre Sané is the Founder & President of
Imagine Africa Institute was UNESCO’s
Assistant Director-General for Social and
Human Sciences from May 2001 - June
2010. He was Secretary General of Amnesty
International from October 1992 to April
2001.
Alexey Sakhnin
Russia

Aruna Roy is an Indian political and social
activist who co-founded the Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan, a grassroots organization
based in rural Rajasthan.

Alexey Sakhnin is a Russian activist and a
member of the Left Front. He was one of the
leaders of the anti-Putin protest movement
from 2011 to 2013, and was later exiled to
Sweden.

Arundhati Roy
India

Céline Semaan
Lebanon

Arundhati Roy is a novelist, writer and
activist. She is the author of The Ministry
of Utmost Happiness and The God of Small
Things, which won the Booker Prize. She also
has published several books of nonfiction
including The End of Imagination, Capitalism:
A Ghost Story and The Doctor and the Saint.

Céline Semaan is a Lebanese-Canadian
researcher and designer, and the founder of
Slow Factory. With a background in digital
literacy, transparency, and open data, Céline
has worked at the intersection of fashion,
politics, and climate since 2003. In 2013,
she launched Slow Factory, a non-profit that
works with companies to develop actionable
and tailored solutions for a wide range of
climate-related issues, with science and postcolonial theory at the forefront.

Apolena Rychlíková
Czechia

Apolena Rychlíková is a Czech filmmaker
and journalist at A2larm.cz. Her feature
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Sarika Sinha
India

Sarika is a part of the autonomous women’s
movement in India and works with caste
based sex workers, manual scavengers,
Dalit, tribal, and Muslim women. She was
instrumental in setting up the first one-stop
crisis center in India for women survivors
of violence. Sarika works closely with
progressive social movements across India.
Ahdaf Soueif
Egypt

Ahdaf Soueif is the author of the bestselling
novel The Map of Love. Her account of the
Egyptian revolution of 2011, Cairo: a City
Transformed, came out in 2014. She is the
Founder and Chair of the Palestine Festival
of Literature (PalFest) and a widely published
political and cultural commentator.
Ece Temelkuran
Turkey

Ece Temelkuran is one of Turkey’s bestknown novelists and political commentators,
appearing in the Guardian, New York Times,
New Statesman, and Der Spiegel. Her recent
novel Women Who Blow on Knots won the
2017 Edinburgh International Book Festival
First Book Award. She is the recipient of the
PEN Translate Award, the New Ambassador
of Europe Prize, and “Honorary Citizenship”
from the city of Palermo for her work on
behalf of oppressed voices.
Fawwaz Traboulsi
Lebanon

Fawwaz Traboulsi teaches Political Science,
History and Middle Eastern Studies at the
American University of Beirut. He has been a
visiting professor at New York University, the
University of Michigan, Columbia University,
and Vienna University. He is a fellow of St.
Antony’s College, University of Oxford, and
the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin.

Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor
USA

Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor is an author and
professor of African American Studies at
Princeton University. Her books include From
#BlackLives Matter to Black Liberation, How
We Get Free: Black Feminism and the Combahee
River Collective and Race for Profit: How Banks
and the Real Estate Industry Undermined Black
Homeownership. She is also a contributing
writer to The New York Times and The New
Yorker.
Yanis Varoufakis
Greece

Yanis Varoufakis is a member of the Hellenic
Parliament and the Secretary-General of
MeRA25. He is the co-founder of DiEM25,
and the former finance minister of Greece.
He is the author of several books, including
Adults in the Room and And The Weak Suffer
What They Must?
Paola Vega
Costa Rica

Paola Vega is a Costa Rican congresswoman.
She is the chair of the Environmental
Committee and a member of the Economic
and Women’s Committees. Her main goals
in environmental matters are to change
plastic consumption, pass a new and modern
water law, ban gas and oil exploration and
exploitation, evolve to sustainable fishing
practices, and to promote green businesses
and circular economies.
Paola Villareal
Mexico

Paola is a systems programmer who, since
1998, has worked and played with all things
‘open’ in governments, NGOs, and the
private sector. She is the Coordinator of Data
Science for the National Advisory Board
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for Science and Technology in Mexico’s
government. In 2018, she was awarded the
MIT Innovators Under 35 LATAM and the
Visionary of the Year 2018 awards for her
work at the intersection of data science and
justice. She was also a 2016-2017 fellow at
the Berkman Klein Center for Internet and
Society at Harvard University.

And more from around the
world coming soon...
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The Covid-19 pandemic has demonstrated once again that the
capitalist system is in a serious, serious crisis. We have known
about this crisis for a long time, but we have also known that
people’s movements, left movements, in this period, have been
weakened by the very processes of crisis that capitalism has
engendered. Our struggle is to strengthen people’s movements,
strengthen the left movement, and move us toward the utopia of
the future. The present is unsustainable. We need a new future.

Vijay Prashad
Council Member

Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Progressive International?
The Progressive International is a global initiative to unite, organise,
and mobilise progressive forces around the world.
In December 2018, the Democracy in Europe Movement (DiEM25) and
the Sanders Institute issued an open call to form a common front in
the fight for democracy, sustainability, and justice.
“It is time for progressives of the world to unite.”
The Progressive International takes up that call. Launching in May
2020, the PI is a coordinating institution for the world’s progressive
forces, with a mission to make solidarity more than a slogan.
Who is the Progressive International?
The Progressive International is a membership-based initiative. All
individuals and organizations that share our vision of progress are
invited to become members and build the Progressive International
together.
The PI is guided by a Council of advisors that meets each year to
set the strategic direction of the initiative. The current Council
includes political representatives like Katrín Jakobsdóttir, Vicenta
Jerónimo Jiménez, and Yanis Varoufakis; activists like Carola Rackete,
Nick Estes, and Vanessa Nakate; and thinkers like Noam Chomsky,
Arundhati Roy, and Naomi Klein.
The PI is supported by a Cabinet that is legally responsible for
development, planning, and staffing decisions. The Cabinet is
composed of three members of the Council, a member of the Summit
coordination team, and a representative of the Secretariat.
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The PI is coordinated by a Secretariat that includes translators,
web developers, graphic designers, policy analysts, and community
organizers. The Secretariat is responsible for the day-to-day operations
of the PI.
What does it mean to be a ‘progressive’?
The PI defines ‘progressive’ as the aspiration to a world that is:

• Democratic, where the people have the power to shape their
institutions and societies.

• Decolonised, where all nations determine their collective destiny
free from oppression.

• Just, that redresses inequality in our societies and the legacies of
our history.

• Egalitarian, that serves the interests of the many, and never the
few.

• Liberated, where all identities enjoy equal rights, recognition, and
power.

• Solidaristic, where the struggle of each is the struggle of all.
• Sustainable, that respects planetary boundaries and protects
frontline communities.

• Ecological, that brings humans into harmony with their habitat.
• Peaceful, where the violence of war is replaced by the diplomacy of
peoples.
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• Post-capitalist, that rewards all forms of labor while abolishing
the cult of work.

• Prosperous, that invests in a brilliant future of shared abundance.
• Plural, where difference is celebrated as strength.
Why is the Progressive International launching now?
Never before has international solidarity been more necessary — and
more absent.
The Covid-19 crisis is deepening everywhere, hitting hardest among
the world’s poor. Meanwhile, disaster capitalism is on the rise, as
financial speculators and transnational corporations seek to profit from
the pandemic. Standing behind them are the forces of the far right,
who exploit the crisis to advance an agenda of bigotry and xenophobia.
Only a common international front can match the scale of these
challenges and stand up for progressive principles around the world.
The last decade saw a wave of global unrest, as citizens rose up to
demand a better life and a habitable planet. This is the decade that
we unite these protest movements in a Progressive International,
calling on progressives of all stripes — hardened activists and curious
newcomers, union organizers and research academics — to build this
common front together.
How is the Progressive International related to previous efforts at
international organization?
The Progressive International aims to build from past efforts at
international organization and learn the lessons from their experience.
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• Pluralism: The PI is not restricted to any one kind of organization,

and the PI is not restricted to any one kind of struggle. Instead, the
PI aims to bring together all progressive forces — from trade unions
and tenant organizations to liberation movements and underground
publications — to contribute to a common front.

• Program: The PI is founded on the premise that a social network

is not enough. Just as past internationals advanced the demands
for a shorter working week and an end to child labor, the PI aims to
develop a pragmatic policy vision to transform our institutions.

• Power: The PI is infrastructure for internationalism. Rather than

relying on temporary campaigns and petitions, the PI aims to build
a durable institution that can bind progressive forces together and
support them to build power everywhere.

What does the Progressive International do?
The activities of the PI are divided across three pillars.

• Movement, building a global network of activists and organisers to
share toolkits, trainings, and other resources.

• Blueprint, convening activists, thinkers, and practitioners to

develop a policy blueprint for a progressive international order.

• Wire, collaborating with progressive media around the world to
bring grassroots perspectives to a global audience.

Why should I become a member of the Progressive International?
The Progressive International is only as powerful as its members, and
to reclaim the world, we will need a powerful movement of progressive
forces.
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As a member of the Progressive International, you be a part of that
global movement, shaping the policies, organizing the campaigns, and
planning the actions behind which all members of the PI will be called
to mobilise.
The PI, in turn, will connect you with activists and organizations
from around the world, providing opportunities for you to forge
relationships, learn from their experiences, and amplify your voice on
our multilingual platform.
How is the Progressive International funded?
The Progressive International is funded exclusively by donations
and member contributions. We do not accept money from lobbyists,
or executives of fossil fuel companies, health insurance and
pharmaceutical companies, big tech companies, big banks, private
equity firms, hedge funds and agribusinesses.
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