
 

 
 

T:  +1 671.735.2990     F:  +1 671.734.2296     W:  www.uog.edu  
Mailing Address: 303 University Drive   UOG Station   Mangilao, Guam 96913 

The University of Guam is a U.S. Land Grant Institution accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges  
Senior College and University Commission and is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
November 1, 2022 
 
 
For: The University Community 
 
From: Thomas W. Krise, Ph.D., President 
 
Subject: Decision to Retire Next Year 
 

Håfa adai, Triton Colleagues: 

This is to let you all know that this morning I conveyed to the Board of Regents my intention to 
retire from the UOG presidency when my five-year term ends next August.  There’s never a perfect 
time for a transition in jobs like this, but I think, given the great momentum in the university, 
coupled with superb leadership at all levels of the institution, the current academic year is a 
propitious one to search for the 12th President of UOG.   

By next summer, we’ll have completed our reaccreditation report for WASC, applied for our 
Carnegie Community Engagement Classification, concluded a new 5-year Faculty Union contract, 
and commenced work on almost $40 million in new capital projects.  We have already accomplished 
many of the key tasks of our Para Hulo’ Strategic Plan, and we have the next nine months to push to 
complete even more.  The 12th President will be fully settled in the job in time for the WASC 
campus visit in the Fañomnåkan semester of 2024, and the university will be ready to start work on 
the next strategic plan, taking the institution to 2030 and beyond. 

In the meantime, I look forward to working hard with all of you to continue to realize our 70th 

anniversary vision of transforming lives and advancing communities.  We’ll produce a truly first-
class WASC report and a persuasive application for the Carnegie Community Engagement 
Classification.  And we’ll continue reaching our Para Hulo’ goals of enriching the student experience 
and seeking to be a model for operations and resource management, including our unprecedented 
set of capital building projects. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your commitment to UOG and its mission of Ina, 
Deskubre, Setbe, and for welcoming Patty and me into the Triton family and entrusting me with the 
high honor of the UOG presidency.   

This is one of the most distinctive universities anywhere, and as I’ve said many times, UOG matters 
more to our community of Guam and the wider Micronesian region than most universities matter to 
their own communities.  I am so proud of our students, alumni, faculty, staff, and administrators for 
all they’ve accomplished over our whole 70 years of history and especially over this last half-decade.   
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With your hard work and dedication we achieved full Sea Grant status, $18 million per year in 
research grants, awards and national rankings for excellence and for promoting social mobility, and 
more than 100 partnership agreements with universities and colleges across the region and around 
the world.  During this half-decade we’ve also survived the tough challenges of the covid pandemic, 
recession, inflation, cuts in funding, and the loss of cherished colleagues and friends.  But, through 
highs and lows, UOG has been a beacon and an example for our community.  I’ve so enjoyed 
getting to know this island and our region and to work closely with other leaders and team members 
to transform lives and advance our communities.  I’ve learned so much from my experience as a 
Triton, and I’m deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve with you. 

Let’s all pledge to continue our important mission and make this jewel in the crown of Guam as 
brilliant as we can make it!  Biba UOG! 

 


